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Laws reinforcing
dictatorial power and
freedom of expression

The “legge fascistissime” published
between 1925 and 1926 restricted
individual freedom of the people and
allowed the regime to settle.

We highlight he law n. 2307 on the press
which established that newspapers
could be directed, written, and printed
only if they had a manager recognized
by the prefect, i.e., by the government.

On November 25, 1926, the new Legge
di Difesa dello Stato (State Defense
Law) instituted a Tribunale Speciale
(Special Court) to try those who were
accused of being "enemies of the State
and sentence them to prison terms or
even to death.
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In 1930 all books that contained
references to Marxist ideology were
then forbidden to the public, censorship
also affected the world of theatre, a
central propaganda tool despite the
crisis experienced because of the
cinema.
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Fact Sheet

Dictatorship facts
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Start: 1922
@ 21 yearS End: 1943

“Il Duce”

lini

Organization for Vigilance
and Repression of
Anti-Fascism)

A Ministry of Popular Culture (Ministero
della Cultura Popolare) was created in

1937, it lasted
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until 1944

- ﬁ  Chosen Poets/artists

Piero Calamandrei; Dino Buzzati; Beppe Fenoglio

Renato Gottuso; Emanuele

J} Resistance songs

Bella Ciao
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Castrigno

DA ol S

ASSOCIACAD CULTURAL

el S

EUROSUD

PROMOTER
PARTNERS

INSTITUTE o
ROMA
MINOR\TIES
INCLUS\ON

glabers

Co-funded by
the European Union


https://youtu.be/3m7mbLFihp4
https://youtu.be/TeLAGblQhZQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ministry_of_Popular_Culture
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Laws reinforcing Dictatorship facts

dictatorial power and

. Start: 1933
freedom of expression

End: 1945
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February 28, 1933, “For the Defence of

Nation and State” and “To Combat “der Fiihrer”

Dictator

Treason against the German Nation and

Treasonable Activities”.

German secret
state police

On March 21, 1933, Malicious Practices

Act. Those who were accused of
In 1933, Hitler established a Reich Ministry of

“gossiping” or “making fun” of Public Enlightenment and Propaganda headed
by Joseph Goebbels

government officials could be arrested

and sent to prison or a concentration POEtS and MUSiC

camp.
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- ﬁ . Chosen Poets/artists

The Reich Chamber of Culture

(Reichskulturkammer) was established Reinhold Schneider; Jens Mungard; Friedrich "Fritz"

by law on 22 September 1933 All Georg Jiinger; Werner Bergengruen; Emil Erich
Kastner; Berthold Brecht; Gertrud Kolmar; Nelly
Leonie Sachs; Ricarda Huch

creative artists had to be a member of
one of the sections for literature, the

press, music, film, theatre, radio, or the J} Resistance songs

fine arts.

Alle Waffen gegen Hitler! (all weapons
against Hitler)
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yDpYykTR9w4
https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/narrative/11806/en
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Laws reinforcing
dictatorial power and
freedom of expression

Portuguese Fact Sheet
On the day the political constitution of

the Estado Novo came into force (April Dictatorship facts

11, 1933), a diploma (22469) was
Start: 1928
@ 48 yearS End: 1974

enacted to prevent the “perversion of
public opinion in its function as a social
force, materializing it in the annulment
of all factors likely to mislead the
Portuguese against truth, justice,
morality, good administration and the
common good.” (Article 3)

Duration
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Dictator

In May 1936, legislation began to
authorize and prohibit the founding of

. . . State Defense
periodicals; to control the circulation of ) /g\ PI D E International Police
books, carrying out daily surveillance 0[5,
and seizure of publications.

The SPN (National Propaganda Secretariat),

The Internal Regulation of the General created in 1933, carried out a vast program
Directorate of Censorship Services was to disseminate Estado Novo.
created in 1938.

Poets and Music
In 1943, Decree-Law No. 33 015 was

published to monitor the activity of L

publishing companies. - 49 © Chosen Poets/artists

L 4 ~

In 1944, censorship legally became an

organ of political control and Alexandre o'Neill; Jorge de Sena; Eugénio de

propaganda. Andrade; Manuel Alegre; Ruy Belo; Miguel Torga;
Zeca Afonso; Natalia Correia; Sophia de Mello

From 1934 to 1974, official censorship Breyner; Ary dos Santos

produced more than ten thousand

reading reports on books by Portuguese, J\ Resistance songs
Portuguese speaking, and foreign :

authors, in original edition or translation,

which entered and circulated in national Grandola, Vila Morena
territory. Os Vampiros
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gaLWqy4e7ls
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8ur7ne3SWwc

Spanish
Fact Sheet

Laws reinforcing Dictatorship facts

dictatorial power and

. Start: 1939
freedom of expression

End: 1975
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During civil war the press was published

the press law (April 1938), inspired by .
s&s Francisco
n FranCO “el caudillo”

the fascist models of Germany and Italy.

Dictator

The first article is very explicit: "The

organization, surveillance and control of

the national institution of the periodical

General Directorate

press is the responsibility of the State." :
of Security

Shortly after, the order of April 29, 1938,

was approved to monitor the publication

of pamphlets, books, and other printed During civil war there was a propaganda and

' Information Office, later a Ministry but in 1937
it became an undersecretary and dependent
on the Ministry of State.

matter, both by national and foreign

authors.
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sy,
- ﬁ - Chosen Poets/artists Jg\ Resistance songs
Federico Garcia Lorca; Antonio Machado; La poesia es un arma cargada de futuro
Miguel Hernandez; Blas de Otero; José 18 de Maig_a “La Villa”

Agustin Goytisolo; Claudio Rodriguez;
Carmen Conde; Jaime Gil de Biedma
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bKnEaCweikg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZfPIK5bVGeU

